
SATURDAY 18 JULY 2026

FESTIVAL 
PROGRAMME 

8.30am Eucharist, Lady Chapel
The service will be followed by coffee and pastries in the Undercroft. All are welcome to 
attend.

10am & 11.15am The ‘Funded by the Friends’ tour
Over the Friends’ 95 year history, the Friends have paid for many items in the Cathedral 
(altar frontals, hymn books, live streaming kit) and the repair, restoration and conservation of 
roofs, windows, the organ and many other things.. This tour will explore some of the most 
significant and most unusual projects. 

The ‘Riddle of the Bones’ tour
Explore this royal house of Kings and Saints. Walk the site of the Anglo-Saxon Old Minster 
and follow the stories of the kings and saints whose bones now rest in the modern 
Cathedral’s mortuary chests. 

Please note, part of the route is outside and on uneven ground. Please wear suitable clothing 
and shoes. 

9.30am – 12 noon Coffee in the Undercroft 
Please do drop in to meet up with Friends during the morning of Friends’ Day.

2pm AGM in the Cathedral Pavilion 
To be chaired by The Right Reverend Philip Mounstephen, Lord Bishop of Winchester and 
followed by afternoon tea.  

4.30pm Friends’ Festal Evensong, Cathedral Quire.
Our preacher this year will be The Very Reverend Christopher Palmer, Dean of Winchester

The only chargeable event is the afternoon tea which is £13 per person. 
We do, however, need Friends to book for the tours as there are limited spaces. Please let us know 

if you will be attending the AGM so we can provide enough chairs and papers for the meeting.

To book for the tours, the AGM and afternoon tea, please contact the office on 01962 857245 
or email friends@winchester-cathedral.org.uk
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HISTORY OF THE FORMATION OF THE FRIENDS
Founded on St Swithun’s Day in 1931, the Friends of Winchester Cathedral are celebrating their 95th birthday 
this year. The formation of the Friends was proposed at a meeting on 15th July 1931 by Sir William Portal.  
His proposal was unanimously accepted and within nine months the Friends had more than 500 members, 
rising to 1000 by 1933. 

The Friends rented an office in the Cathedral grounds, which was shared with the broderers whom they 
funded. The broderers made cushions, kneelers and undertook other needlework for the Cathedral. Within 
their first year, the Friends funded repairs to Prior’s Gate and the royal coat of arms in St Swithun’s’ Street  
and paid for the rearrangement of medieval sculptures. The extermination of death-watch beetle in the north 
and south transepts was also funded. Other early activities were lantern lectures for members and publication 
of the Winchester Cathedral Record which first appeared in 1932 and has been published every year since 
including during WW2. 

Since 1931, the Friends have given, in today’s value, more than £12.5m in financial support, as well as many 
thousands of hours of volunteering.

‘RECOMMEND A FRIEND’ MEMBERSHIP OFFER
We are always keen to increase our membership. If you have any friends who might be interested in 
becoming a Cathedral Friend and enjoying the benefits that Friends’ membership brings, please encourage 
them to join and help us sign up 95 new members over the summer of our 95th anniversary year.

Anyone you introduce as a new member will be eligible for a free ticket to an event, as will you. If you 
recruit joint members, they will each receive a free event ticket, and you will receive two tickets. 

At 7pm on St Swithun’s Day, 15th July, historian and former trustee Prof Tom Watson celebrates the exact  
95th anniversary of the Friends of Winchester Cathedral with a Zoom talk on the Friends’ establishment 
in July 1931 and its early history. The talk is entitled “The formation of the Friends of Winchester 
Cathedral: Marking 95 years – from 1931 to 2026”. Please email the office to book in for this event which 
will also be available as a recording after the event. 







The Friends’ Coffee mornings will take place from 10.30am in the Undercroft on Friday 22 May, Friday 19 June, Friday 17 July,  
Friday 18 September, Friday 16 October, Friday 20 November and Friday 11 December. No need to book, just turn up to meet  
Friends old and new.

Wednesday 13 May
7pm in the Pavilion and  
7.30pm on Zoom

This talk will start with  
a drinks reception

‘The Secret Cathedral’ by Simon Newman, Cathedral guide and prolific photographer
Winchester Cathedral is well documented and photographed. In this talk, Simon will show how the 
building takes on a new appearance out of working hours, will show features which are not visible to 
the naked eye and will finish on how some photographs of the Cathedral using “invisible light” move it 
into another world.   

Tuesday 2 June
7pm in the Pavilion and  
7.30pm on Zoom

This talk will start with  
a drinks reception

31 May 2026: 950 years since the beheading of Earl Waltheof on St Giles Hill, Winchester  
by Harry Mycock, Chair of the Friends of St Giles Hill Park. 
William the Conqueror helped keep his position as King by the beheading of Earl Waltheof on St 
Giles Hill, Winchester, early on the morning of 31 May 1076.  This talk covers this particular topic as 
just one, but a very important, story in English history. The talk also encompasses the history of St 
Giles Hill from its early settlement to the present-day park which provides both a beautiful backdrop 
and precious asset to the city of Winchester.

Wednesday 30 September 
Paul Woodhouse Suite

Morning workshop: 
11am – 12.30pm

Afternoon workshop: 
2.30pm-4pm

Cathedral Flowers Demonstration
 At this event, the Cathedral’s flower arrangers will demonstrate how they create the stunning 
displays which illuminate all the important events of the Christian calendar in the Cathedral as well 
as the weekly services. They will also talk about how Cathedral flower arranging is becoming more 
sustainable. The flower arrangements created during the demonstrations will be the prizes in raffles 
which will be the finales of both the morning and afternoon events.

Tuesday 20 October
2.30pm in the Pavilion 
and on Zoom

This talk will be followed by tea 
and biscuits

Cathedral Gardens and Grounds – Patrick Green, Head Gardener, Winchester Cathedral
At this event Patrick Green, the Cathedral’s Head Gardener, will talk about his background and 
horticultural life. He will explain key projects at Winchester such as tree surveys and how his team 
are gardening with a changing mindset of life on the Urban Edge with biodiversity front and centre. 
The Cathedral gardeners are pretty good at growing grass and they will share their trade secrets and 
explain how it’s not quite as magical as you might think. The talk will also explore how the Cathedral’s 
gardens are being cared for in a more eco-friendly way including the creation of a plant nursery and 
the re-development of the Lower Deanery gardens into a Biodiversity hotspot. 

SUMMER/AUTUMN 2026

EVENTS 
AND TOURS 
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EVENTS
Tickets are £13 to attend in person. The ticket price includes refreshments.  
Attendance by Zoom is by donation.  
To book, please contact the office on 01962 857245 or email friends@winchester-cathedral.org.uk



Wednesday 11 November
2.30pm in the Pavilion  
and on Zoom

This talk will be followed by  
tea and biscuits

‘Three Choirs and a Reformation: English Cathedrals under the Tudors’,  Dr Richard Fisher,  
University of Bristol
In this illustrated talk, Dr Richard Fisher explains how the nineteen cathedrals of medieval England 
were administered and funded, including their curious division into two very distinct organisational 
groups. Henry VIII is infamous for his dissolution of the monasteries, but not so well known for 
creating six new dioceses, bishops and their requisite cathedrals from abbeys spared destruction. Yet 
which did he choose to save and why? Using examples from the West of England, focusing on the 
cathedrals at Hereford, Worcester and Gloucester, the story is told of how our cathedrals survived the 
Reformation and contributed to the distinctive worship of the emergent Anglican Church.

Thursday 3 December, 7pm
Zoom only

’The Black Death of 1348/9 and its long term effects’ by Cindy Wood, Friends’ Trustee and former  
University of Winchester history lecturer
The Black Death arrived in Europe in 1347 and its spread killed between thirty and fifty per cent of the 
population. This talk will explore the event itself and also the impact on society over the next 200 
years, as the plague returned regularly and affected not only population numbers but also attitudes to 
death, marriage, feudalism and more. 

SUMMER/AUTUMN 2026

Wednesday 13 May,  
10.30am and 2pm

‘Wood’ tour
This tour explores the exceptional riches of the Cathedral’s woodwork, ancient and modern. We 
discover wood furnishings and decoration from as far back as the beginning of the thirteenth century, 
and examine exquisite pre-Reformation carvings in the Lady Chapel. A highlight of the tour is to 
look in some detail at one of the Cathedral’s greatest treasures, the fourteenth century choir stalls, 
described as “the most beautiful in Northern Europe”. 

Friday 3 July, 10.30am ‘Winchester Cathedral and the British Empire’ tour
Historian and former Friends’ trustee, Prof Tom Watson, will lead this short 50-minute tour on Friday 
3rd July at 10.30am. It looks at ten memorials with the earliest dated around 1820 and the last related 
to a death in 1910. There are spaces for up to 12 Friends on this tour.

Wednesday 14 October,  
10.30am and 2pm

‘Just Williams’ tour
What have the last conqueror of England, his son, a Victorian diver, a local boy made good, the first 
headmaster of Eton, a carpenter from Norwich, and a Parliamentarian general have in common, apart 
from their association with Winchester Cathedral? The clue’s in the name. Join us and hear the stories 
of just some of the many movers and makers of the Cathedral over the centuries who’ve all been 
called ‘William’.

TOURS
These tour are free events but must be booked in advance through the Friends’ office. 

EVENTS 
AND TOURS 

EVENTS  (continued)
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